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Is Your Home Ready to Sell? 
We are offering a complimentary consultation on what you can do to 

prepare your home for sale. 
We will help you obtain the highest return on your improvements. Don’t waste money on 
unnecessary remodeling. Utilize our expertize from having sold well over a 1,000 homes.

Frank Woodward  Tina Jones   925-330-2620   
Team@WoodwardJonesTeam.com   WoodwardJonesTeam.com

Luxury Property Specialists

Two Masters in Real Estate Providing World Class Service

Ties That Bind
Former Orinda mayor visits Sister City of Tábor
By Laurie Snyder

“Spring is lovely in Tábor!”
That was the verdict from

former Orinda Mayor Bobbie Lan-
ders in an email sent the afternoon of
Sunday, May 10 from Orinda’s Sis-
ter City in the Czech Republic. “We
are warmly greeted by old friends,
former visiting students, the mayor,
vice mayor. Every visit shows the
hard work by Czech citizens to re-

turn their country to glory after years
of Communism.”

      
Landers also spent two days in

Prague revisiting the Castle, as well
as enjoying a Dvorak concert and re-
laxing with a Czech beer on the roof
of a reconstructed historic home.  

      
But it was her time in Tábor that

was clearly the most memorable.
While there, Landers visited with

Karel Balogh and his family. 

      
Balogh is the newest Czech

scholar to be named as a visiting stu-
dent with the Orinda-Tábor Sister
Cities initiative. He will attend Mira-
monte High School this fall. Like
many high school students the world
over, he helps out around the house
by doing the dishes and mowing the
lawn.

      
The Sister Cities initiative is a vi-

tally important program, Landers ex-
plained, because it helps to foster the
kinds of ties between people of dif-
fering cultures that bind – bonds that
President Dwight D. Eisenhower be-
lieved would ultimately lead the
world to “the dawn of eternal peace.”
Eisenhower launched the Sister
Cities program in 1956, hoping it
would nudge the world in the right
direction.

      
Sister Cities’ host families typi-

cally provide room and board for
their assigned students. In Orinda’s
case, each student goes through a
highly competitive process to
demonstrate that he or she is a good
fit for the program, and is fluent
enough in English to do well in
classes at Miramonte.

                   
... continued on page A8

Orinda’s 2015-16 Sister Cities visiting student, Karel Balogh (center, right), wel-
comed former Orinda Mayor Bobbie Landers (far right); Lamorinda Sunrise
Rotarian, Buddy Burke; and Landers’ daughter, Holly, to his home in Tábor,
Czech Republic earlier this month.                       Photo courtesy Bobbie Landers

 

 • Trust Agreement 
• Pour Over Will 
• Guardianship of Minor Children 
• Power of Attorney for Finance 
• Community Property Agreement 
• Transfer of Real Property into Trust 

Advanced Medical Directives, Including:

• Power of Attorney for Health Care 
• Living Will 
• HIPAA 

LLIIVVIINNGG TTRRUUSSTT 
$$669955 
CCOOMMPPLLEETTEE 

Law Offices of  
Lauren Smykowski 

(925) 257-4277 

laurensmy@gmail.com 
www.smykowskilaw.com 

Plan Includes: 
 • Trust Agreement 

• Pour Over Will 
• Guardianship of Minor Children 
• Power of Attorney for Finance 
• Community Property Agreement 
• Transfer of Real Property into Trust 

Advanced Medical Directives, Including:

• Power of Attorney for Health Care 
• Living Will 
• HIPAAIINNIITTIIAALL 

CCOONNSSUULLTTAATTIIOONN FFRREEEE Notary Services Included! 

Office Located in Walnut Creek  

 Valid until June 15, 2015
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• Power of Attorney for Finance 
• Community Property Agreement 
• Transfer of Real Property into Trust 

Advanced Medical Directives, Including:

• Power of Attorney for Health Care 
• Living Will 
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LIVING TRUST 
$695 
COMPLETE 

Law Offices of  
Lauren Smykowski 

(925) 257-4277 

laurensmy@gmail.com 
www.smykowskilaw.com 

Plan Includes: 
 • Trust Agreement 

• Pour Over Will 
• Guardianship of Minor Children 
• Power of Attorney for Finance 
• Community Property Agreement 
• Transfer of Real Property into Trust 

Advanced Medical Directives, Including:

• Power of Attorney for Health Care 
• Living Will 
• HIPAAINITIAL 

CONSULTATION FREE Notary Services Included! 

Office Located in Walnut Creek  

 

• Trust Agreement
• Pour Over Will
• Guardianship of Minor Children
• Power of Attorney for Finance
• Transfer of Real Property into Trust
• Advanced Medical Directive

Located in the Treat Towers
1255 Treat Blvd., Ste. 300
Walnut Creek, CA 94597

(925) 257-4277
www.smykowskilaw.com
laurensmy@gmail.com

Security One Lending
NMLS ID 

Homeowner remains responsible for paying property 
required insurance and home maintenance.

Live The Retirement That You Deserve 
With A Reverse Mortgage!
� For homeowners age 62 and older
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5 Moraga Way | Orinda | 925.253.4600

2 Theatre Square, Suite 211 | Orinda | 925.253.6300

The Lamorinda Real Estate Firm people trust

MORAGA $1,100,000
4/2.5. 2284 sqft, formal living and dining
rooms, flat .22 acres w/pool, close to K-8
schools.
Elena Hood CalBRE#01221247

LAFAYETTE $1,275,000
5/3.5. 2 homes attached w/sep.
entrance. Remodel. kit. & bath, hwd
floors,lg yard w/ privacy.
The Beaubelle Group CalBRE#00678426

LAFAYETTE $2,995,000
6/5.5. New Construction! Close to
dwtn & trails. Chef’s kit. w/island, lg
lawn w/outdoor kit.
The Beaubelle Group CalBRE#00678426

ORINDA $3,295,000
5/4.5. Breathtaking Mediterranean Estate
with glorious Views, opulent paradise in
the prestigious Glorietta vicinage.
Vlatka Bathgate CalBRE# 01390784

LAFAYETTE $1,100,000
4/2.5. Private Craftsman style. Appox.
15,120 s.f. lot. Updated Kitchens and
baths, HWF & Landscape
Chad Morrison    CalBRE#01905614

ORINDA $1,660,000
6/3.5. Spacious, prestigious, 4100 square
foot Rheem Boulevard custom home.
Located on .45 acres.
Melanie Snow  CalBRE# 00878893

LAFAYETTE $1,325,000
3/2. Charming Cottage style. Extra .30
deep lot, apprx 2121 sq.ft. Lovely
garden area w/large child’s play area.
The Beaubelle Group CalBRE#00678426

ORINDA $2,595,000
4/3.5. Orinda’s Country Club
neighborhood. Lovingly re-built and
expanded to perfection.
Melanie Snow  CalBRE# 00878893

MORAGA $2,500,000
4/3.5. Exquisite estate in a very private
setting! Gorgeous grounds w/large spa.
4542 sq. feet.
Elena Hood CalBRE#01221247

ORINDA $2,478,000
4/2. Fabulous Glorietta Home: over 1
acre & remodeled w/ incredible
attention to detail.
Finola Fellner  CalBRE#01428834

ORINDA $1,295,000
5/3. Spacious view home in the
desirable Orinda Country Club area.
Xtra large fenced in bkyrd.
Shellie Kirby  CalBRE#01251227

LAFAYETTE $1,595,000
4/3.5. Spacious stunning home
Comfortable elegance Nr Downtown
Private with breathtaking views.
Susan Schlicher   CalBRE#01395579

ORINDA $1,449,000
3/2.5. Absolute Luxury close to
Downtown. Spectacular 3972 sqft
picturesque home is its serene location.
Vlatka Bathgate CalBRE# 01390784

ORINDA $1,450,000
4/3. Built in 2014, approx. 2387 sq ft
plus lrg bonus room. Close to BART &
downtown.
Diane Petek  CalBRE# 01703677

ORINDA $2,395,000
6/5.5. Cap Code Custom home on .41
acre lot. Chef's kit,hwd flrs,plantation
shutters, 2 lvl lawn areas.
The Beaubelle Group CalBRE#00678426

ORINDA $875,000
2/2. Completely remodeled 1678 sqft,
.45 acre lot w/private setting, great
commute location.
Peter Liu  CalBRE# 01460749

LAFAYETTE $1,295,000
4/2.5. Split lvl home on a cul-de-sac.
1/3+ acre w/private yard. Close to
Lafayette Reservoir.
The Holcenberg’s  CalBRE#01373412

LAFAYETTE $1,325,000
3/2. Beautifully Updated & Private
Single Level Home in Great Trail
Location.
Shellie Kirby     CalBRE#01251227

LAFAYETTE $2,895,000
6/5.5. Beaut. modern custom home w/
views, walk to trails. Chef’s kit. child’s
wing. Must see!
The Beaubelle Group CalBRE#00678426

MORAGA $1,095,000
4/2. 1956 sqft, gourmet kitchen, .25 acre
lot with pool, close to K-8 top Moraga
schools.
Elena Hood CalBRE#01221247

ORINDA $1,699,000
5/3.5. Stunning Views. Luxury
contemporary home w/ grand entry
makes an immediate impression.
Vlatka Bathgate CalBRE# 01390784

LAFAYETTE $2,400,000
4/2.5. Luxurious Adobe Retreat.
STUNNING views. Private wine country
style estate, minutes from school & freeway.
Susan Schlicher   CalBRE#01395579
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